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Do not turn over the page until you are told to do so.
Follow all instructions carefully.
Answer all questions.

For Booklet A, shade your answers in the Optical Answer Sheet (OAS)
provided.



Bookiet A
naA-—
For each question from 1 to 10, shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
Answer Sheet,

1. My auntis complaining that her luggage too heavy. She needs
the porter's help.

(1) s

(2) are
(3) was
(4) were

2. Inaccordance building regulations, part of the ceiling had to be
reconstructed for safety reasons. :

(1) to
(2) of
(3) with
(4) from

3. The couple told us that a fried of would be visiting Singapore
at the end of this year.

(1) thelr

(2) thelrs

(3) them

(4) themselves

4.  When Mrs Khoo saw the old man the bus with difficulty, she
went forward to help him immediately.

(1) board

(2) boards

(3) boarded

(4) had boarded

5.  Joseph, together with his cousins, board games when the
doorbell rang-

(1) is playing
(2) are playing
(3) was playing
(4) were playing



The twins look forward to their mother when she comes back
from work every evening as she often makes time to read to them.

(1) see
(2) sees
(3) saw
(4) seeing

their céplain’s absence from the match, the boys managed to
make it to the finals of the basketball tournament.

(1) Despite
(2) Without

(3) Aithough
(4) Regardless

My grandfather was advised by his doctor to refrain vigorous
exercises because of his weak knees. '

(1) in
(2) to
(3) off
(4) from

I felt very honoured to have hands with the guest-of-honour at
the prize-giving ceremony.

(1) shake
(2) shakes
(3) shook
(4) shaken

“| to help at the nursing home if not for my busy schedule,” Kim
Seng said.

(1) must volunteer

(2) am volunteering

(3) have been volunteering
(4) would have volunteered



Section B — Vocabulary (5 x 1 mark)

For each question from 11 to 15, shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
Answer Sheet.

11. The funds raised by the various charitable organisations would be donated

to the earthquake survivors to their suffering after the disaster.
(1) dilute

(2) mellow

(3) subside

(4) alleviate

12. My grandmother refuses to buy fish from that fishmonger as he charges
= prices. She often complains that the prices are unreasonably
high.

(1) exorbitant
(2) expensive
(3) extravagant
(4) exaggerated

13.  Ata presentation by our Prime Minister last evening, the plans to build a
new community club in our estate were before the residents.

(1) unveiled
(2) unleashed
(3) uncovered
{4) . undisclosed

14. His plans to trek through South America when he was diagnosed
with dengue fever.

(1) blewup
(2) burnt out
(3) died down
(4) fell through

15.  Mother has been longing to own that diamond ring. It has cost Father
to get it for her on her birthday.

(1) two left feet

(2) aniron hand

(3) anarmand a leg

(4) all fingers and thumbs



Section C - Voca

For each questio

bulary Cloze (5 x 1 mark)

n from 16 to 20, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the

underlined word(s). Shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer

Sheet,

If there is one communication skill we should aim to master, it is
listening. Listening is the ability to accurately receive and (16) decipher
messages in the communication process. Listening is key to all (17) effective
communication and without the ability to listen attentively, messages are
easily misunderstood. As a result, communication (18) ‘ becomes
incomprehensible and the sender of the message can easily become
frustrated or irritated.

We should spend some time thinking about and developing our
listening skills as they can lead to better customer (19) satisfaction, greater
productivity with fewer mistakes and increased sharing of information that in
turn can lead to more creative and innovative work. Listening is a skill that

(20) underpins all positive human relationships. Good listening skills are the
building blocks of success.

Adapled from htip/iwww. skillsyouneed.com/ps/istening-skills.himi
16. (1) peruse
(2) interpret
(3) scrutinise
(4) recognise

17. (1) proper
(2) successful
(3) convincing
(4) impressive

18. (1) breaks in
(2) breaks out
(3) breaks away
(4) breaks down

19. (1) obligation
(2) recognition
(3) preservation
(4) contentment

20. (1) shapes
(2) supports
(3) structures
(4) substitutes



Section D — Visual Text Comprehension (8 x 1 mark)
Study this flyer carefully and then answer questions 21 to 28.

Earth Day is an annual event celebrated on 22 April.
Events worldwide are held to demonstrate support for
environmental protection on this day. It aims to:

» promote respect for life on the planet

» create awareness of the growing problems of air,
water and soil pollution

» encourage appreciation for Earth’s environment

The Man behind Earth Day

Senator Gaylord Nelson founded Earth Day in 1970. As a
senator, he struggled for years to interest his colleagues in environmental
protection. He turned instead to the people, proposing 22 April 1970 as a
day for Americans to speak out about the environmental crises they
faced. The massive public support forced politicians to see the severity of
the problems and the extent of public concern. 22 April has since been
marked as a significant day in the calendar to celebrate Earth Day.

What do people do on Earth Day?

Earth Day is usually celebrated with individuals or groups putting up outdoor performances
on acts of service to Earth. Meost people plant trees, pick: up-roadside trash;. camry out
various programmes on recycling ‘and ‘conservation and“use recyclable containers for.
“snacks ‘and lunches. Some people sign petitions to governments, calling for stronger or
immediate action to stop global warming and to reverse environmental destruction.

Television stations frequently air programmes dealing with environmental issues.

Earth Day Network (EDN) is an organisation
that:

coordinates Earth Day globally

« works with over 22,000 partners
worldwide to broaden, diversify and
mobilise the environmental movement

For more information on EDN:
+ write to EDN@earthday.com.us

Adapted from http:/iwww timeanddate com/holidays/woild/e arth-day
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Change our personal habits and
exercise extreme caution to
SAVE THE EARTH!

Take these 3 simple steps to make this world a
better place to live in...

Step 1: Conserve Water at Home
* fix any taps which are leaking

* wash and dry only full loads of laundry @0@
* do not leave the tap running while brushing teeth ‘tﬁ
* do not wash dishes with the water running continuously Seve Weter

TURN IT OFF

'%"s
>
—3“ Z

K4
OQH""Q

Step 2: Use Less Electricity
*. use LED (light-emitting diode) bulbs to save energy
* turn off the lights even if we have to leave the room for
a short while
* turn off the computer or other electrical appliances
when they are not in use

You can also play a part by joining the Earth Hour! It is held
worldwide annually to encourage individuals, communities,
households and businesses to turn off their non-
essential lights for one hour. It takes place on the last
Saturday in March. The Earth Hour for this year took place
on 19 March.

wrap

Step 3: Reduce the Amount of Waste

* use reusable cutlery
» dispose of cans into recycling bins
* photocopy or print on both sides of paper
~ * usereusable containers to store food instead of aluminium foil or cling

For general questions related to saving the Earth: Cali 650-492-8008

Adapted from http:/iwww.wikihow.com/Help-Save-the-Earth




For each question from 21 to 28, shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
Answer Sheet.

21.  According to the flyer, the main purpose of Earth Day is to

(1) air programmes related to environmental issues

(2) promote the Reduce, Reuse and Recycle Campaign

(3) encourage people to turn off the lights for one hour every day
(4) create awareness in and appreciation for Earth’s environment

22. Itwas not easy for Gaylord Nelson to push for environmental protection as
a Senator. Which one of the following is the most likely reason?

(1) His focus was to address other public concerns.

(2) He was not able to get any support from the public.

(3) He had difficulty making Earth Day a significant day.

(4) His colleagues were not interested in environmental issues.

«23.  According to the fiyer, what is one activity which most people would do on
" Earth Day?

(1) watch outdoor performances

(2) carry out recycling programmes

(3) - sign petitions against tree-planting

(4) call for actions to promote global warming

24. According to the flyer, how do we find out more about Earth Day Network?

(1) call the organiser directly

(2) email our queries to the organiser

(3) submit our queries online via the organiser’s website
(4) hand deliver our written queries to the organiser’s office

25. Mrs Chen would like to play a part in helping to save the Earth. She
should .

(1) wash her laundry even if it is not full load

(2) use aluminium foil to wrap the leftover food

(3) drop the soft drink cans into the recycling bin

(4) turn on all the air-conditioners throughout the day



26.

27.

28.

‘It is held worldwide annually to encourage individuals, communities,
households and businesses to turn off their non-essential lights for one
hour.” This sentence is found under the subheading ‘Step 2: Use Less
Electricity’. What does the word ‘non-essential’ mean?

(1) extremely important

(2) totally indispensable

(3) completely necessary

(4) not completely necessary

Why do you think the organiser included the three simple steps on the
second page of the flyer? The objective is to . ;

(1) encourage people to lead healthy lifestyles by exercising daily

(2) create an awareness on the Earth Hour event held in Masch 2016

(3) demonstrate the effort put into organising the events on Earth Day
(4) educate people on how everyone can play a part to save the Earth

According to the flyer, which one of the following statements is true?

(1) Earth Day Network solely organises Earth Day globally.

(2) The Earth Hour event takes place on 19 March every year.
(3) Only the Americans celebrate Earth Day on 22 April annually.
(4) Anybody can participate in the Earth Hour event held globally.
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Section E — Grammar Cloge (10 x 1 mark)

There are 10 blanks, numbered 29 to 38, in the passage below. From the list of words given,
choose the most sultable word for each blank. Write its letter (A to Q) in the blank. The letters (J)
and (O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.

EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

{A) after (D) Dbefore (G) had K is (N) the
{B) among (E) between (H) have (L) than {P) was
C) at (F) but ) in (M) then (Q) which

My mother lived a lifetime of healthy habits, yet she suffered from heart disease.
One day, when she waded into a swimming pool for a water-aerobics class, she did not know

that she was (29) risk of a heart attack. Half-way through (30) class,
she was short of breath. She continued with her lesson (31) driving home to tell my
father that something (32) not right with her. He barely got her to the hospital in
time. She recovered (33) suffered permanent damage to her heart.

Before her heart attack, my mother maintained a balanced diet, watched her
weight and kept her blood pressure under control. She looked and felt great (34)
was why her heart attack shocked all of us. My mother's experience was nat unique. Heart

disease is the'leading cause of death (35) American women, It is also tougher to
diagnose heart disease in women (36) in men.

Though | lead a heaithy lifestyle, | wonder if 1 (37) inherited her
predisposition to the disease. | still induige (38) cheeseburgers at times but not as

often. | want to give my heart all the help | can.

Adapted from National Geographic, Feb 2007 — Chris Johns (Editor)






Each of the undeﬂinodwordsoontainselﬂmraspelﬂngorgmnmﬂcal error. Wirite the correct
word in each of the boxes.

Great faste never goes out of fashion. Let's take a step back into the past

and a "sip” down memory lane with some of our parents most loved beverages that

(39)

they have grow up with through their childhood years.

(40)

Remenising the old times, they can clearly remember two soft drinks,

Kickapoo and Sinalco, which played a huge role in their childhood. These two drinks

(41)

is the most popular beverages available back then. This is one of the main reasons

(42)

why these old brands are brought back into the market. They will gppeel to both

43) (44)

the young and old as not only did they taste good, but they also evocke sweet

childhood memories, occasions and celebrations which were associated with the

45)
consumsion of these beverages.




(48)
Trends come or go but memories will stay with us forever. Kickapoo was

(47)
launched on this region back in the 1960s and will be celebrating the company's 50

(48)
aniversery in Singapore. To mark this milestone, Pokka International has released a

(49)

limited edition packaging depiting its original, vintage logo. Together with this, the

(50)
company has also re-launched Sinalco, one of gn oldest beverage brands in the

world. It is to offer local consumers a chance to relive precious memories and bring

this familiar taste back into their lives.

Adapted from the interview with the CEO of Pokka International
The Sunday Times, November 29, 2015



G-C Cloze
Fill in each blank with a suitable word.

Ano#drnan.taﬂam:stooped,waalnadh\ly-matuc.wuhﬂnhelpofafa!ntltght.
he (51) his way to a stack of boxes that sat near one of the windows.
Asthasunwasahhﬂngbrlghﬁyouuida.heﬁltedﬂmtopboxtmrdsma
(52) coming through the window. He began to carefully take out one
old photograph album after (53) . Eyes once bright but now dim
searched longingly for the source that had drawn him there.

it began with the fond recollection of (54) love of his life, long
gone, and somewhers in these albums (55) a photograph of his wife

that he hoped to rediscover. Setting aside one of the dusty albums, he pulled from the
box (56) appeared to ba a journal from his grown-up son's
childhood. Flipping (57) the pages which had turned yellow, he
glanced over a short entry written by his son, and his (58) curved in

an unconscious smile. Entry afler entry stimed a sentimental hunger in his heart

(59) melonglngaoardenerfaolsinthowlrnarformefragranoaof
spring flowers.

Remembering that he had kept a daily joumnal of his business activities over the
years, he closed his son's journal and turned to leave, having (60) the

purpose of his visit to the attic. To (61) , — bumping his head on the
ceiling, the old man hunched over and walked down the wooden stairway towards his

room.

(62), a glass cabinet door gently, he reached in and pulled out
anoldbusinm}oumaﬂ.Tuming.hesatdownathisdaskandplacedtheiwoioumals
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beside each other, (63) was leather-bound and engraved neatly with
his name in gold, while his son's was tattered and the name ‘Jimmy’ had been nearly
scuffed from its surface.

As he opened his journal, the old man's eyes fell upon an inscription that
(64) out because it was so brief in comparison to other days. In his

own neat handwriting were these words:
Jurie 4: Wasted the whole day fishing with Jimmy. Didn't cafch a thing.

With a deep sigh and a shaking hand, he took Jimmy's journal and found the
boy's entry for the {65) day, June 4. Large scrawling letters, pressed

deeply into the paper, read:

Went fishing with my dad. Best day of my life.

Tears welled up in the old man’s eyes.

Adapted from "Best Day of My Life” by Lance Wubbels (Co-author of the book, “To A Child Love
Is Spelled T-1-M-E,” with Mac Anderson, Founder, Simplé Truths)




66.  The two hospitals are linked by a bridge.

70.

Linking

The projects completed by the class were graded by Mr All.
Mr Ali

All the children were given a badge each at the Awards Day.
Every

“What is your favourite fruit?” Mandy asked her brother.
Mandy asked her brother what

Uncle Ben could perform many magic tricks. Everyone admired him.
Everyone was filled with

because







S - 10
Readthapmagebelowandanswerquasﬂons?i to 80.

Four years ago, Mr Khoo merrily agreed to help to distribute food to the needy
residents of Leng Bahru in an initiative organised by the Boys’ Brigade. Neither he
nor his wife and young son were prepared for the poverty which greeted them in
the one-room rental units of Block 55 In one of Singapore’s poorest
neighbourhoods. His wife was shocked to know that some of the residents had only
tables andchaimandnothingebe.WhenMrleomadmatﬁnpoorInthe

area were not getting regular help from charitable organisations, he decided to do
something.

MrKhoostaztodmaldngdeﬂveﬁesofmdandﬁulttomman 100
homholdswerySaturday.Notlongam he began hosting tea parties on
SaMaystoo.Theideawasmtorﬂytodshuﬁwmmnmahbmmotoiinkup

&mMrmmmmﬁmﬂmmmmmmhurm.
Whenmempmtarasked!ﬂnwhyhemhdplngmemidm.hebmkeima
sheepish grin and said, "It is very fulfilling to see the joy on some of their faces on
Saturday aftemoons.” ‘

-

Mr Khoo's late grandfather visited Changi Prison every year on his birthday to
distribute wafer biscuits, sweets and cakes to the prisoners. Hanging out with his

grandfather on those yearly forays and watching what he had done taught him not
to be judgmental.

“There were no halfway homes in Singapore then, so my grandfather's
double-storey bungalow in King’s Road was always filled with numerous notorious-
looking strangers who had just been released from the prison. Once my
grandfather and | went to the market in Bukit Merah, one of the ex-offenders came
running towards my grandfather and embraced him.

Mr Khoo's father, who ran a bowling business, wanted Mr Khoo to continue with
his studies in the university but Mr Khoo was not interested. He insisted on helping
his father in the business. That was how Mr Khoo ended up in Malacca after

asked his father to let him work in the alley’s café. Mr Khoo's father refused but

Mr Khoo did not give up the idea. He learnt cooking from his mother who was a
guodoook.Whanﬂbewmocloarhemamamnpustoookumntheone
hisfaﬂmhadhlrad,hisfaﬂnerleth&ntakawerﬂmmmﬂngofmecaﬁ.

After three years of hard work, Mr Khoo used all his savings to start a restaurant
with a friend. The joint venture was a total failure as business was bad. He returned
to Singapore empty-handed and worked as a coordinator in the reglon for the high
salary. With the eamings, he retumed to Malaysia again to start an entertainment
company with a Singaporean friend. The business was lucrative but Mr Khoo's

10
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25

35.




business partner absconded with their earnings. Left with no other choices, 40
Mr Khoo returned to Singapore in the late 1990s and found a job as a food and
beverage director. Shortly after two years, he decided to make a comeback in
running his own business. Mr Khoo is now the boss of Solutions 17 which provides
consultancy services for food and beverage outlets.

Like his father and grandfather, Mr Khoo has a soft spot for the underprivileged. 45
"My father sponsored the studies of several of his staff,” he said. “l guess it has
rubbedoﬁonmo.'Forﬁveyears.mytaﬂnerwemmChangiPﬁsonevewmekto
| counsel inmates. He taught a former convict the ropes of the food and beverage

buslnes_s" and also offered jobs to several former offenders in the hospitality
industry. .

For the past four years, Mr Khoo has been helping the residents at Leng Bahru
because most of them In that area are elderly folks, some of whom have been
abandoned by their children. Majority of them are also on social assistance. Right
from the start, Mr Khoo was determined that help for the needy residents has to be
regular and it should not be on an ad-hoc basis. “The residents there are actually 55
very lonely, that was why two weeks after | began distributing food to them, |
decided to organise tea parties at the void deck for them to mingle. For those who
cannot attend the party, we do home deliveries,” said Mr Khoo, who has a team of
full-time volunteers to assist him.

Besides Saturdays, Mr Khoo also dropped by two to three times on weekdays to 60
check on the residents who were physically weak. His son, Justin, went along with
him on most Saturdays to help to distribute food as well as entertain the residents.
“It Is indeed fulfilling to see that my son is also playing a part to help in his small
ways!" said Mr Khoo.

Mr Khoo hoped to find a shop house in the area which could be tumed into a 65
food kitchen. He said with a smile, “Then | can cook and feed the needy residents
here every day.”

Adapted from:The Sunday Times, November 22, 2015 - Wong Kim Hoh (Senior Writer)
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71.

73.

74,

Choose words from the first and second paragraphs which have similar
meanings to the words below., [4m]

Did Mr Khoo's father allow him to help with the bowling business at first?
Why? [2m]

How did Mr Khoo manage to convince his father to let him run the cafe at
the bowling alley? [1m]

Write 1,2 and 3 in the blanks below to indicate the order in which the
events occurred in the story. [1m)]

Mr Khoo ran a restaurant with a friend in Malaysia.

Mr Khoo's Singaporean business partner ran away with the
earnings made from the company.

Mr Khoo worked in the bowling alley operated by his father in
Malacca.

1"



75.

76.

'78.

Which two-word phrase from lines 45 to 49 tells us that Mr Khoo'’s caring
personality was influenced by his father and grandfather? [1m]

According to the passage, some of the elderly residents living at Leng
Bahru have been abandoned by their children. Why do you think we
should not do that to our parents when they are old (lines 51 to 59)?
Support your answer with a reason from the passage. [1m]

What does ‘it’ in line 55 refer to? [1m]

Based on the passage, list two instances which made Mr Khoo feel a
sense of fulfilment when he and his family helped the needy residents.
[2m]

12



the folicwic

mn

the blanks i

in

Based on information from the passage, fill

table. [4m]

79.

13



80. Based on the story, state whether each statement in the table below is
True or False, then give one reason why you think so. [3m]

% ' “ITruelFalse | - Reason
'Fhe house which Mr -
Khoo's late” " o
-grandfathef lived i m
was ableto = .
_'accommodate many %
peonle .

_For those. residents
'who were not.able to

attend the Saturday -
tea parties, Mr Khoo :

and his volunteers -

did not bother about
them A

"Mr Khoo went to P
3 Leng Bahru only on -
-Saturdays to. help
. the nsedy famllles

End of Paper

14
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66)Linking the two hospitals is a bridge.

67)Mr Ali graded the projects completed by the class.
68)Every child was given a badge at the Awards Day.
69)Mandy asked her brother what his favourite fruit was.

70)Everyone was filled with admiration because Uncle Ben
could perform many magic tricks.

~ 71)shocked
discovered
occasional
sheepish

72)No, he did not. His father wanted Mr Khoo to continue
with his studies in the university.

73)When the dishes Mr Khoo cooked were better than those
prepared by the cook his father hired his father let him run
the café.

74)2,3,1

75)rubbed off

76)They méy feel very lonely.

77)The word ‘it’ refers to helping the needy residents.
78)to see the joy on some of the residents.

Seeing his son helping the residents.



79)Mr Khoo father----offered jobs to former offer enders in
the hospitality industry.

Mr Khoo grandfather---distribute food to prisoners.
Mr Khoo----hosted tea parties for the needy residents.
Sponsored the studies of several of his staff.

80)True --- Mr Khoo’s late grandfather lived in a double storey
bungalow.

False --- Mir Khoo and his volunteers delivered food to
those residents’ homes.

False --- Mr Khoo went to Leng Bahru two to three times
on weekdays to check on those who were physically weak.
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