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Study the following text and then answer questions 1 to 5.

The National Orchid Garden

Since 1819, orchids have been closely
associated with the Singapore Botanic
Gardens. The products of the Garden's
orchid breeding programme, which began in
1928." deserve a place where they con be

d:splayed in their fuli splendour' T}*e ver'y;'--

Over 1 Q00 species and 2 000. hybrids are
now found in the Garden's collection dnd-
every year, mere vibrant hybrids will be
added on. The National Orchid Garden now
offers a permanent showcase. the lorgest
display of orchids in the world.

National Flower of Singepore

Vanda Miss Joaquim

Chosevi to be the National Flower of
Singapore in 1981, this exquisite orchid was
discovered by Miss Agnes Joaguim in her
garden in 1893,

Burkill Hall

Built in 1866, this coloniai bungalow is an
excellent example of tropical architecture.
Once nome of the Gardens’ directors, the
hall is now used 1o host VIP evenis and
other fusctions.

Yuen-Peng McNeice Bromeliad Collection

Over 300 species and 500 hybrids of these
highly exotic and most unusual plants from
Central and South America are housed here.

VIP Orchids

This collection features a select group of
orchid hybrids named after visiting State
Dignitaries and VIPs from within and
outside Singapore.

Orchid Terraces & Water Features

Three hectares of orchid” terraces are
enlivened by tropical foliage and water
features such as the Tiger Orchid Fountain,

Cool House

. The Cool House encloses a tropical forest.

Trees and rocks are draped with a profusion
of (spéctacuiar orcliids: and: fascinating.
#iearnivorous plants) The cool air, drifting
mist and rushing forrent provide a highly
realistic representation of high elevation
sites in the ftropics and meke for an
unforgettable experience.

Visitor Information

QOpening Hours

8.30 aum. - 7.00 p.m. daily (last ticket safe
at 6.00 p.m.)

efreshments.
" Available at BEigRiEERIl and Ginger Garden
refréshment kiosk.

Admission fees

- %5 for Adults, $1 for S‘rudenb
$1 for Senior Citizens (60 years & above)
free for Children (12 years & below)

For more information, plea.se contact:
Visttor Services -

Singapore Botanic Gardens

1 Cluny Road Singapore 259 569
Telephone: 6471 7361

Website: www.sbg.org.sg

(Go on to the next page)




For each question from 1 1o 5, four opticns are given. One of them is the correcl answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1,2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer
Sheet. (5 marks)

1 “Last licket sale at 6.00 p-m.” means that visitors can purchase their tickels

only afier 6.00 p.m.
2 no later than 6.00 p.m.
: for the next day at 6.00 p.m. - .
{39 only at 6.00 p.m. every evening

2 Visitors who are hungry and thirsty can go o
Burkiil Hali
Cool House
Visitor Services
4 Orchid Terraces & Water Features
3 At the National Orchid Garden, visitors can find ‘hand-crafted’ orchids which the staff

@ have been designing since 1859
chose to be the national flowers in 1981
have successfully cultivated the hybrids since 1928
discovered in Miss Agnes Joaquim’s garden in 1893

4 Visitors can in the Cool House.
@ enjoy a lower temperature
experience rain and strong winds
3) see many varieties of orchids and species of carnivores
walk through the forests of Central and South America lo find spectacular

orchids

5 I am taking my three-year-old cousin to the National Orchid Garden.
He can

3 chatwith Miss Agnes Joaquim

& have an orchid plant named after him

(3) find the largest display of orchids in the world

& admire wild species of orchids from tropical forests of Singapore
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I-or each question from 6 lo 12, four oplions are given. One of thern is the correct answer,
Make your choice (1, 2. 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval {1, 2. 30or 1) on Ihe Optical Answer

Sheel (7 marks)
3] Everyone completed and handed in their Sciance project yesl rday.
has
had
\ have
@ - bhaving
7 PeiLing, together with her Cousins, —._.-going-lo Sentosa this afternoonz
is
are
was
G)) were
8 Someone the doorbell. Please see who if is.
() rang
rings

(3 Is ringing
will be ringing

HOST 1eree,

9 Wy Fatimah ignore me at the parly last 'night’__?

do

did

does

3@ done
sgular rost lenge

10 This set of farniture on display at the shop Hskweek.

D s
(@) are

was
were

11 Mrs Tan asked Bala and lo help her carry the bags 1o the restaurant.

!
me
my

4 mine
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12 They prefer painting dancing.

T
bt

(G) tho

(€3] from

For each queslion romy 13 1o 15, choose the corec! puncluahion 1o completie The passage,
Shade the corregt aval (1. 2, 3 or 4) on the Oplical Answer Sheel. {3 marks)

s - —m =

Jane's parenis gave her a pair of rabbits for her brthday, She was thiiled and
named them "Bunny” amnd "‘Bobo'

Jane kept the rabbils in a large cage in the garden, She fed tham thnice a day {13)
once avery morning, allernoon and evening. She also changed their water daily. The
rabbils ste cabbages and canmols.

Every evening (14) Jane lef the rabbils oul of their cage, They hoppec about happily
in the gardan. Jane cul the nails on their paws once a week. In this way, Ihey can’l scratch
me when | play with them (15) she said. She also brushed their long while har wilh a comb
belore pulling them back in lhe cage again,

dash

full stop
quesion mark
imverted commas

13

— ——— p—
R S

calon

COMma

full slop

mverted commas

14

ey ey p— —
= ia
— e —

15 COMmma
exclamalion mank
comma and mverled commas

full stop and inveried commas

@ D00 8RQ
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For each question from 16 to 20, four oplions are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1. 2. 3 or 4). Shade the correclt oval {1. 2. 3or 4) on the Opticat Answer
Sheet. {5 marks)

16 You can look up the map of the world in the o

allas
almanac

) directory
calalogue

17 The viclim feftan _ pain in the head and then passed out.

acute
abrupt
abstract
awkward

18 The faclory emplied its chemical wastes inio thal river, the water.

lainting
staining

Q infecting
contaminatling

12 The entire project L .. because the company lacked sufficient funds.
1) fell in
) fell off
(3) fellout
@ fell through
20 Although the musicians had only one _.. they performed very well at the

concerl the next day.

lrial

prelude

audition
4) rehearsal

W
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For each question from 21 to 25, choose the ward(s) closcsl in meaning 1o the underlined
words. Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Oplical Arswer Sheeal 5 marks)

- — —

—— e ———, — e

S ——N

The greatest struclure ever built by man is the Greal Wall of China. 1l was buill more

than 2 700 years ago and covers a lengih ol over 2 400 kfomelres.

The buikiing of lhe wall was started by the firsl emperod of China. He wanled to bar
; [21) 22)
hig enenies rom the North from invading China A million labowrers worked wilh (hoir

hands on the construction of the wall and thousands dwd a5 a roguil  From a distance, the
(23)

wall looks ke a snake wriggling around mountains and valleys. I maost pans, the wall
(24}
measures up 1o nine melres high, Along the lop runs a read live metres wide that allows five

howses 10 run Side by side or ten men 1o march abressl,

Al every few hundied metres, there is a walch tower whese guards would walch oul
for their enemies.  They coliecled animal wartle which they buimt to produce smoke Lo waim
ol the enemy's advance. Il an altack was gxeculed 3t neght, they it fires. Then the

(25}
emperors soldiers would rush to defond the wall,

21

23

24

2
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Read the passage below and answer queslions 26 {o 30.

Heclor remembered when the principal went to his class. He said that every
sludent in the class would lake an Enghish lest. Thai was four weeks aqo. Hector
had sludied every night. He had gone to Mr While, his English leacher, whenever
he was in doubl and needed help. Heclor wanted to do well. He did not want to
stay in the special English class. He had only one problem - Sonny.

Sonny wes a buliy. There was no other word for him. He was taller and
heavier than anyone else in the class. Sonny was not dumb but he did nol like
English-class. He did not want to take time 1o sludy for the test. He did not worry
aboul it because he had a foolproof plan.

Heclor felt helpless. Even if he lold Mr White, Scnny would stifl get him.
There did not seem much Hector could do about his problem, except do what
Sonny said. “Just make sure you sit next to me and make sure | can see your
answers,” Sonny said with a strange smile.

The test was conducled in the largest room of the school. Al the students
were lhere. Sonny made sure Heclor was next 1o him. Mr While handed out the
lesls and reminded the class to check their work carefully before handing in.

The test was long. Heclor took his time. He thought the test was hard.
When he finished, he did not know how well he had done. Sonny found the test
easy. He sal lo the left of Hector. Every answer Heclor checked, Sonny checked
too. Hector turned in his fest first” Sonny stayed ir his seat and pretlended lo

check his answers.

A week later, all the tests were marked. Mr White praised Hector and said
that he had done very well. Then Mr While called Sonny. Sonny walked to the
front of the class with thal strange “see how smart | am” smile. “Well, you learned
one thing,” Mr White said, “the person sitting next to you look a different lest. You
only got two answers right.”

A

10

15

20

25

For each question from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Oplical Answer

Sheet.’ (5 marks)

26 “He did not worry about it because he had a {oolproof plan” (line 9).
The “foolprool” plan was to .

cheat in the test

study every night

seek clarification from Mr White _

check his work thoroughly before handing it in
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27

28

25

3

Heclor probably did not 1ell on Sonny because he - .

o wanted 10 help Sonny
; felt chealing was a good idea
thought Sonny would beat him up
wanted to stay in the English class

Heclor took a long time with the test because .

he kept looking at Sonny

he found the test challenging

he did not know any of the answers

many sludentis were laking the test at the same lime

Hector excelled in his test because he .

1 studied hard for it
sal nex! to Sonny
) was in a special English class
) did nol want to remain in the same class as Sonny

Sonny did not turn in his paper at the same time as Hector because he

% wanted 1o check his iest answers
was confident that he had done well
@ did not want anyone to be suspicious of him
did not cheat and tried fo compiete the lest on his own

GO ON TO BOOKLET B
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 1o 40, in the passage below. From lhe list of words
given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter (A to Q) in the blank.
The lelters (1) and (O} have been omitied to avoid confusion during marking. (10 marks)

EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

A5 and (DX for 5 avér M) through (N} upon
ABYargnd  (EFinto M) sa. MAto {P} when
G But (F}out {7 shat () Up 12y with

oy -

School was lhe perfect place lo launch a new word. Nick wanted to embark

making history in exactly the righl class, during English period. Nick

By

raised his hand first'thing after the beil rang and said, “"Mrs Granger, | forgot my Frindfe.”

Sitting three rows away, John blurted . , ‘I 'think | have an extra
) (32) -

Frindfe , | mean 1 lofd my mother lo get me lhree or four.” Then John made a big show

of looki : _ something in his backpack. “Here itis." John then threw it
(33) s
. to Nick who missed it on purpose. Mrs Granger and every kid in class
(34) :
-got the message loud and clear. That back plastic BOCK Nick had just
. 135).
taken from John had a Junny name, Frindle. iirs Granger tfined | . - he
- ) (35)
power in her eyes and swe‘pi the roomi __ . silence. The rest of the class
quickly went by according plan. Everyone started o leave the class.
(38)
Then Mrs Granger said, “Nick, | would fike to have a word _
(39)

you.” Nick's mouth went dry, and he guiped, . his mind slayed clear.

(40)

He walked up to hér desk, “Yes, Mrs Granger?” .

9 {Go on to the next page)




Correct each word in bold for spelling and each underlined word for grammar. Write the
correct word in the relevant box. {10 marks)

When Adrian was just a few months Old, his parents realised that he might have

& ]

a hearing problem. They tried all sorts of liings to get him to resgfonse fike banging two

frying pans together. When the doctor finally confirmed that he had profound hearing

(;:2) L ] 43) L ‘]

loss, they were davestefid. e weni fo a school for the hearing impeared. However,

(44} E J (45) L—___._,_ﬁ —__j

his mother wants him to lgad a normal fife, so after spoke to one of the other parenis in

a6y 1

Ihe school, his parents sent him to private speech terapee ahlf decided he should go to

“n [ N

a mainsiream school. They had to kofivinse the principal io allow him (o transfer out

afthough they knew it would pe a difficuft transition. Moreover they aiso had to

“gyl j

speak io the principals at marny mginstream schools fa accept him. Finally, a school

(49) E J rSO)E j

qive him an opporiuhity. Hfs parents’ persistence paid off. Adrian ekseied in school.

-
v

He éven went on [o win a scholarship to pursue studies in the locaf university.
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Il i eaeh Blank with & Suatsble word, {15 muauks]

_—— = T e e B T e e

T T e

An eadhouake is a rembling of ha Eani's sielace Eadbipeikes are

by notursl forces walkun the Eanth el The surface of jhe

I e Il

{51)

Ezrth is coverad by sicteon ngid rock ‘plates” o silomady
52}

s jaingt onothaer, Wheis tha lorce s loo =

(53 54)

the rock breaks and moves and this couses an aadhgquake

hiost of soch movemants ocour bess han 40 kilometres . - e
(55)
surface although some oocur deensr down. About 2 million earhauakes a6 recordoed

@drh yisar e rrmority are sl and cavse Tk or
(56)

_ damage. Yel the encrgy of a lange ecanhquaka can be

- &7

10,000 limes S _ powerlul than that of an alomic boamb.
(58)

Strange as il may seem, a skyseaper may be the

(53)

place o be in an eanthguake Many skyscrapers haove been befl

&ﬁ&r‘rna;-ur aartbguokes, This is bocause o skyscraper is

(60)
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e e L S, e

on a slool fioamowork which can sway in (e bemors, BRe o e SHAYE i

Most eaithguakes ocow wider theeocssn bid and this can — R
(63}

_ary nael high in the middle af the ocesn bul can bavel

waoves, Thego
5 [E4)

quickly and may be huge as thoy roesh ' ashare. Soch powerdil

(65

walls of waler can cause widespread doestrocion.

12 {ﬁﬂmmm'nu;qpagq}



For each of lhe gquestions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s) provided.
Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must be the same as
the meaning of the given sentence(s). (10 marks)

66. John does not like to play basebail. John's friends do not fike 1o play basebail too.
nor o e
67 They practised hard for the competition. They still lost.
Despite
68. He has been in France for three years but he cannol speak French,
Even though _ _
R 5

69. Siti passed her examination with flying colours. She studied hard for the
examination.

Having __

70. Jane asked her mother, “Can 1 have my own room?”

Jane asked her mother

END of ROOKLET B
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Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80. (20 marks)

When Gloria Estefan started primary school, she could not readj'Wﬁfé-nqrspeé'f?f-‘Ehglish,
She feit lost and unhappy and completely frightened. However, someone changed her life ~
her English teacher, Mrs Collins.

Her family had fled Cuba in 1959 when she was only a year old in the:hope of findifiq- 3
seltertife i Mmeriga, Initially they moved to Miami where the family setiled in azelusteg of
apartments with other Cuban women and children who had immigrated. The women were
close-knt and supportive. While she fell safe. she was also isolated. They all spoke
Spanish; and she rarely heard English, B

On her very firsl day in school, which she was looking forward 1o, she was completely
shefl-shocked . She came home and told her mother that she had learnt her first English
word “stupid”. It was ihe nickname a boy had given her.

ey

d;ffée_r_enr;ifrém’ hers.” As such, she was set apart from her classmates.

{¥nieieap; so shie understood howw Gloria felt as she was the Ghiy-non
tirs Collins never doubted that Gloria could catch up with the other students in time.

Still, the teasing continued. The boy who called her stupid would not let up, mocking her
for her accenl. He was a good student and the proud haolder of the Glassseading award. 1t
was an honour given periodically io a studen!, based on excellence in schooiwork,
participation and hoimework. Gloria wanted that coveted award. ASH '

speaking English fluently and had a good grasp of reading. With the award ceremony
ccming up. she worked as hard as she could. When Mrs Collins announced Gloriz as the
winner, in front of the whole class, it was her proudest moment. She immediately took the
reading award right out of that boy's hat little hands. The boy was shocked. She felt so
happy for herself, there really was no room for gloating.

Of course, her win caused a mini uproar. The molher of the boy who teased her
complained that the only Hispanic in the class, the girl who had just learned English, had
1aken the coveted prize from her son. In her strong, gentle way, Mrs Collins stood ground. It
became a lésson in fairness.

This served as a motivation for Gloria who worked even harder in school and eamed
more "A’ grades. She even went on o study French in high school and college.

Today, Gloria Estefan is a successful singer and entertainer. She continues 1o reflect on
her past as she enjoys her success. When asked ubout who had inspired her success, she
mentioned her teachier, Mrs Coiiins.

In every way possible, she was set apart from her clagsmates. She was the onlyf{-
Hispanic and non-white student. She also found jtf'-@f[ﬁf;plt‘gr'és_'pigg Lh;d;_E'ﬁg[isﬁ'flanguage--as-rgi
; ""ﬁhﬁ?ﬁéﬁ%ﬁhﬂ:{léh‘g‘&égg The culture, her school friends and t_ﬁ_zg._,fgiffd; they: ate*were

One person made that year bearable for her. Mrs Collins. She was;young. and, African
e il e e o T R IO Lt
-white-studént ity clags. &

! s Golling:¢heered her
oh! she gained confidence and language skills. By mid-year, she was well on her way to

15

20

25
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ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71, Why did Gloria Estefan’s family move ty America?
72. _ Which word in the second paragraph has the same mieaning as “a group of
families”?

73. Why was Gloria called “stupid” {ine 11) on the first day of school?

x4, From lines 12-18, slate two reasons thal caused Gloria lo be ‘shell-shocked’ {line 10)
on her first day in scheol.

75. Why was English considered Glonia’s.second language?

—

76! Why could Mrs Collins understand how Gloria felt in school?

15 (Go on to the next page)



77.

78.

79,

Whal 'coveted award’ {line 22) did Gloria want?

Which sentence in the 6th paragraph tells us that Gloria was excited to receive
the award?

What was the “lesson in fairmess” (line 32} thal the class had learnt from Gloria?

80.

What is one way Mrs Collins has nspired Gloria?

END OF PAPER
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TERM : a2 1

911 012]0Q13]Qi4] Qi5 [Qi6] 017

2 "1 11 2 | 3 1

Fn
2

Q28

Q29

f}f})wanted

"iig)gfﬂ

50)excelled 52)that

53)one 54)strong,. - 55)be "56)but -

57)no . ' S8)more 59)best 60)standing

61)built 63)result - G4)wdves __

65)towards

66)Neither Johﬁﬁigr his frlendshketo play basebail.

67)Despite practlcmg hardfor the competition,they still lost.
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68)Even though he ha:
French.

in France for three years, he cannot speak

EA- Ia ‘Spanish, thus: Enghsh was
' er second language_

78)The sentence’ “She |mmedlately "iookx the readlng award nght
out of that boy’s hot Ilttle hands. .

79)The lesson was everyone must be treated equally.

80)Mrs Collins cheered her on, that helped her gain confidence and
language skills.
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