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There are 10 blanks, numbered 29 to 38, in the passage below. From the list of words
given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter (A to Q) in the
blank. The letters (l) and (O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.

(10 marks)
EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

(A)a (D) who (G) from (K) more (N) out
(B) most (E) off (H) at (L) whom (P) of
(C) before (F) the (J) by (M) after (Q)in

The Great Wall of China is a symbol of national pride. It is so eye-catching that

it inspired a myth that the Great Wall of China is visible (29) the - -

wrong reasons. Recently, Chinese officials repaired this part of the Great Wail- ‘_
(31) - simply applying a white substance on top of the crumbling stones.
Photographs - showed the 700-year-old stretch of wall looking just like
(32) concrete.skateboarding lane dumped in the wildemesIk.

Repairs to fhie two-kilometre section of the wall which were urjdertaken two
a local newspaper described

years ago came-to attention. only (33)
what had been done in the name of presentation

Mr Liu, (34) : drew public atiention to the shoddy work,. said
officials commissioned the repairs because they were worried for the safety of tourists
walking on top of it. However, in their haste, they had wiped (35) the
rugged features that people had come to treasure.

According to the report, construction of that séction of the wall started
(36). 1381, It was part of the Ming dynasty emperors’ efforls to ward
(37). nomads from the north who were attacking China.

City dwellers who come to marvel (38) the isolated section of the
wall in Suizhong Province leave disappointed, wondering why they had bothered to

travel so far to see a strip of concrete.

Adapted from NEW YORK TIMES, 2016

(3]

www.testpapersfree.com

Now cme '"i:iar't .of t'h'e' Great Wall is even (30) . visible but for -v‘ery' et




Each of the underlined words contains either 2 spailing or grammatical error. White the
cofrect word in each of the boxes, nurmbered 39 fo 50. (12 mariks)

When I was very young, due fo my faiher's work, my family moved o Muar.

(39)

Ii was a happy time. My faiher was doing well in his job. We lived comfortable

" (40) , 1)

jm’fh the occassional luxury. Sometimes, sse enjoyed British biskits and other

(42) i o (43

goodies. W’@S‘M of'a’ered -firom '_qu}??sa{zi the fame o’epﬂ’ﬁmi e L R

(44) o :
store, which ocuppied a big building in Raffles Place. I had a rocking horse once

(45)

but I cat down his tadl, fhfnkl}rg it would grow a’_qéfh burt it was a big mistake.

When I was about six years old, I went fo a nearb y priéwj/ school run by a

(46)

Tamil schoolmaster. All I could remermber about my lessons was the excitment of

(47)
learning my ABC. The whole school envivemaen? brought joy fo my learning.
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(48)

At home, we spoke only Tamil. In my father’s office, he and his calleques

spoke English and I began to pick up some English at school.

(49)
One of the earliest events I could recall are going off fo school in

e .éfh_‘gépo}'é."./,l?fy father took me there by Faxi, together with my sisters. My only

(50) |
gecolleet-of -the journey was my first sight #f Newton Circus. In those days, it was

Just a roundabout. .

Adapted from 50 Stories From My Life by Mr S.R. Nathan
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For each of the guestions 51 fo 65, fill in each blenk with a suiizable word. {15 marks}

Lurking in the shallow waters of the beach and inhabiiing the depihs of the
coldest oceans are creeping, crawling sea spiders. Ranging in (51)
from one.. milimelre o more fhan S0  centimefres, thesé Treaiures fook
(52) to-characters from a science fiction horror movie.

It is easy to have nighimares (53) sea spiders crawling all
around you.but it gets creepier. Sea spiders (54) a proboscis, which is
a long and flexible tube-fike mouth part, on their head for feeding on their prey. These
creepy crawlies insert their -proboscis (55) the soft bodies of
invertebrates such as sea sponges. They then suck out the juicy goodﬁéss from them.
| '!nstead of (56) , the prey surpnsmgfly survives ﬁus gmesome attack.
(57) ' such a way of eedmg sounds gross, prey hke the sea sponges
and sea aiiémopes, which are generally larger (58) : the spider, will

not be harmed most of the time.

There are more than 4360 known (59) ; ____ cof.sea spiders.
They can have four, five or six (60) - ¢f legs. Their bodies areso thin
that they do not need a respiratory system. However, their body surface is large
enough to aliow them to (61) by abélprb_ing oxygen tr_ujoagh theirskin. |

Sea spiders are such unusual creafures that scientists are sill a little puzzled '

about how fo classify (62) . They are not considered true spiders or
arachnids as they have a segmented exoskeleton (63) makes them |
arthropods just like insects, crabs and spiders. However, ofher sirange body
(64) such as their proboscis make it difficult for scientists to classify

them.

The next iime you go {fo the beach, head down fo the rock pools io
investigate. You may just (65) a liile sea spider hidden among the
rocks and pebbles in the shallow wate, but do not worry. The really big ones only live

in the depths of the Antarctic Ocean.

zdapled from Jlpfereny reslmonsirosities.com/201 1!04fssa-s;iiders.hbm
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For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentences, using the word(s)
provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must

be the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s). (10 marks)

66. Mr Lim's nephew won an award in the recent art competition. Mr Lim gave a

speech. 3
whose

.. 67.Mr Tan'told Ali, “You left these storybooks in class yesterday.” . .. ...

Mr Tan

. -68. All the students like the idea for.the project. Only Adam does not like the idea.

Every student except

69. The monsoon rains arrived early. Tha villagers were not prepared.

for the early

70. Amber took the wallet from the fable. The discipline master walked into the room.

No sooner
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Rezd the passage below and answer guastions 71 o 80. (20 maris)

Twelve-year-old Cara Jumpsy loved spanding her summer vacziion at her
grandparems’ housz I Swensea, South Carolina. Her sisters, Claire, sy, and Emma,
five, loved to dangle their legs by the dock which was built around e pond on fhe
property. Her grandisther, Coy Jumper, had bought the land 15 years earlier and had
stocked the saltwater pond with bass, bream and caffish.

Even in winter Coy would visit the pond fo feed the fish and check his beaver
fraps. One January afiernocon, he piled Cara and her sisters into his car and took them
down to the pond. He and the girls tramped happily through the trees, checking traps. No
luck—they were empty.

As the sun melted foward the horizon, the air took on a chill, and the group fumed
back to head home. However, as Coy walked along the bank, he suddenly slowed down
and was unable to put one foot in front of the other. Behind him, Cara noficed that
something was wrong. (Then she saw Coy stagger and fall backward into the pond’s desp

water. ;

© - - When hér grandfather did not Surface immediately, Cara jumped i I was (60 desp
{o fouch the boﬁem'.‘)Wsth one hand, Cara grabbed the banl. With the other, she reached
for her grandfa_ther, making ooniat_x in the dark water.

Coy was limp. He had suffered a sfroke the year before. Cara wondered if he was
having one again. She wrappad her arm under his chin and pulled his face out of the
water That roused him, but he was still a dead weight, hopelessly heavy as Cara fugged
him towards the bank. °| can’t get him out,” Cara cried o her sisters, who watched from

the bank. After several minutes, she managed fo mancsuvre Coy fowards the bank and
pulled him up onto solid ground. : -

The winter sun’had almost disappesred and they were 2ll shivering. The little girls

were scared and ciying. Cara knew she would have to-get Coy fo the car which was 400 | -

meires away. She helped him to his fest. The left side of his body sagged, but by
propping his weight on Cara and pushing with his right side, Coy slowily moved forward.),
°It fook a long fime,” Cara said, fo make their way back. 20 metres from the car, Coy fell.
From there, he crawied, dragging himsalf under a gate, to the car. His granddaughiers
helped him into the passenger’s side and Cara got info the driver’s seat. ;

“I used to sit on my dad’s lap and drive,” she said. Coy had also let her drive
through the fields around the house. Siill, she felt nervous, but she tumed on the engine
calmly and steered them the five kilometres home. °l was trying fo get there fast, but |
didr't want us to get hurt,” Cara said. When she pulled the car info the driveway, her
grandmother, Esca, was there fo meet them. She had aiived home from work just a few
minutes before. '

“Poppa’s had a stroke,” Cara told her as she wallied Coy info the house. if was only
then that Esca realised what had happsned.

A week after the incident, at the hospital, Esca, choking back her tears szid, °l don't
dare think of what would have happened o Coy if Cara hadn’t been with him that day.”

Adepled from The Girl Waose Sirength Wes Beyond Her Years BY MELODY WARNICK
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71. List the two things that Coy would do whenever he went to the saltwater pond.
(2m) '

®
(i)

72. Which six-word phrase in paragraph 3 shows that the temperature had dropped as
the sun set? (1m)

i 73 What made Cara rea];se that somethmg was’ wrong \mth her grandfather as they i

- were making their way to the car? (2m)

74. Look at the table béfow. What do the words on the lzft column refer to in the
passage? Write your answers in the column on the right. (3m) .

Word(s) f;:om the pass;age . What the word(s) refer(s) to

they (line 9)

one (line 18)-

there (line 33)

75. Why did Cara jump into the pond? (1m)
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76. Write 1.2 and 3 in the blanks below {o indiczaie the order in which the evenis
occurred in the story. (1m}

Cara dived info the water and pulled Coy up to a bank
Coy teok his grandkids to the saltwater pond
Coy was walking unsteadily as they staried making their way to the car.

77. Based on the story, state whether each statement in the {able below is true or
false, ihen give ona reason why you think so. (4m)

.. .Siatement . . |Tue/False|. . . . Reason

(a) Coy only went io the
saltwater pond in
summer. '

(b) Cara found the
saliwater pond deep.

(c) Coy was able o
slowly make his way
tothecaraliby .
himself.

(d) Esca immediately
knew that Coy had
suffered a siroke
when she reached
home.

.. 78. Exwlain what it means when Coy is referred fo as a “dead weight” in line 20?7 (2m)
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79. From the passage, which two words correctly describe Cara in paragraph 77 (2m)

anxious hasty
cautious helpless
confident alarmed

80. Do you think Coy survived the second stroke? Support your answer with evidence
* - from the passage. (2m)

End of Paper
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Q69

Q70

Q71

Q72

Q73

Q74

Q75

Q76

The villagers were not prepared for the early arrival of the monsoon rains.

No sooner had Amber taken the wallet from the table than the discipline
master walked into the room.

(i)  Coy would visit the pond to feed the fish.

(i)  Coy would check the beaver traps.

| the air took on a chill ]

Cara saw her grandfather slow down and was unable to put on foot in
front of the other.

Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer(s) to
they (line 9) The beaver traps

one (line 19) - A stroke

there (line 33) Coy’s home

Her grandfather had fallen in.

Cara dived into the water and pulled Coy up to a bank.

Coy took his grandkids to the saltwater pond.

Coy was walking unsteadily as they started making their way to the
car.

o
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Q77

Ko 5'7/7%/

{/)};c[ff-‘f/

Statement

True / False

Rezson

(z) Coy orly went to

Coy also went to the saltwater pond in

when she reached
home.

the saltwater pond in Frue winter to feed his fish.
suminer.
| (b) Cara found the Feiin It was too deep for Cara to touch the
saltwater pond deep. bottom.
(¢) Coy was able to
slowly make his way ; :
fo the car all by False Coy had to prop himself against Cara.
himself.
(d) Esca immediately
kriew that Coy had Cara had to tell Esca that Coy had a
suffered a stroke False stroke before Esca realised what had

happened.

Q78 He was heavy and unable to

Q79 v

anxious

cautious

confident

Q80 Yes. Coy survived the second stralke. Esca said that if Cara had not
helped her grandfather, her grandfather would not have survived.

End
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